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eRECORDS, Inc.'s HITECH Meaningful News is a medium to share the latest news, updates and 
analysis in the world of ARRA, HITECH Act and "meaningful use". eRECORDS advisors collate, review 
and assess mountain of data down to the most relevant information so that you can focus your time in 
delivering the highest quality of healthcare. 

 

  
eRECORDS Perspectives 
 
 

eRECORDS Myth Buster - Ongoing look at the HITECH related myths: 
 
Myth #9: As long as I pick an EHR system off the ONC Certified list, I don’t have to be picky about 
what EHR I select. 
 
Selecting an EHR that is on the ONC certified list should be a must item for any EHR selection checklist 
or process.  However, not all ONC certified EHRs are created equal or best suited for individual needs. 
Keep in mind that the EHRs that are being certified by the ONC-ATCBs (e.g. CCHIT, Drummond, etc.) 
are the same EHRs that existed before the ONC certification became a reality just a few months ago.  
Start with the EHR on the ONC certified list but go through a comprehensive EHR selection process to 
select the right one for your needs.  Other than having access to EHR incentive program, all the risks and 
benefits are the same whether an EHR is ONC certified or not. 
 
 
40 ONC certified EHRs so far. In less than a month, Certification Commission for Health Information 
Technology (CCHIT) and Drummond Group (first two to get the ONC Authorized Testing and Certification 
Body designation) has certified 40 EHR systems.  24 received complete EHR certification while 16 
received modular EHR certification.  I know many have doubted the ability of the ONC to get enough 
EHRs certified by end of the year but so far, ONC has delivered on its promises.  To view the official ONC 
Certified EHR list, go to this link.  Keep in mind that list is only updated once a week so check the list at 
least once a week. 
  

 

HHS goes social. HHS announced the launch of HealthCare.gov on Facebook to allow people to stay 
informed and connected about the Affordable Care Act.  Although it has less than 4,000 people who 
“joined” as of first week of October, HHS is using whatever social media it can to promote and share 
information about the Affordable Care Act.  Through this Facebook page, you can search for insurance 
coverage, share thoughts and ideas with other members of the HealthCare.gov network and, learn the 
latest and greatest about the Affordable Care Act.  It’s nice to see HHS utilizing social media as one way 
of reaching out to us.  To see the Facebook page, go to http://www.facebook.com/Healthcare.gov. 
 

 

Health groups top list of industry lobbyists in 2010’s second quarter. The healthcare industry spent 

$267M on lobbying efforts through the second quarter of 2010 – more than any other industry.  Given the 

current environment in healthcare, it would have been surprising if the healthcare did not top this list.  

There’s just too much money at stake.  For the full article, click here. 

 

http://onc-chpl.force.com/ehrcert
http://www.facebook.com/Healthcare.gov
http://www.californiahealthline.org/articles/2010/9/27/health-groups-top-list-of-industry-lobbyists-in-2010s-second-quarter.aspx


 
Interesting Facts and Figures: 
  
85% and 35%.  In a survey conducted by Physicians’ Reciprocal Insurer (PRI), these were percentage of 
physicians who knew about the EHR incentive payment (85%) but did not know about the Medicare 
penalties for not being a “meaningful user” (35%). 
 
200,000. Number of office based providers using e-prescribing system based on data released by 
Surescripts.   
 
45

th
. California’s ranking in usage of e-prescribing system out of all states & D.C. 

 
 
Latest Meaningful News 
   
  
Federal 
 
The Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) announced on 
September 28, 2010 the selection of two final awardees for the Regional Extension Center 
(REC) program:  

 CalOptima Foundation, covering Orange County, California ($4,662,426)  

 Massachusetts eHealth Collaborative, covering the state of New Hampshire ($5,105,495)  

 ONC also announced expanded coverage areas for two existing RECs in Florida:  
o Community Health Centers Alliances will cover additional areas in Glades and Hendry 

counties  
o Health Choice Network of Florida will cover additional areas in Indian River, Palm Beach, St. 

Lucie, Martin and Okeechobee counties  
These additional awards complete a nationwide system of RECs that will help providers move from 
paper-based medical records to electronic health records (EHRs).   For more information about the 
awards and a complete listing of RECs, visit http://www.HealthIT.hhs.gov/programs/REC/ 
 
 

Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT (ONC) publishes regulations FAQs. ONC has finally 
started to post FAQs on its website.  These FAQs are primarily focused on answering questions that are 
related to EHR certification and EHR certification program.  For the latest list of the FAQ, go to this link. 
 
 
ONC has authorized InfoGard as the 3

rd
 ONC-Authorized Testing and Certification Body (ONC-

ATCB).  InfoGard Laboratories, the nation’s first accredited IT security testing laboratory, is approved by 
the ONC as an ONC-ATCB.  For the latest list of ONC-ATCBs, click on this link. 
 
 
 
California 
 
CalOptima designated as one of the final two RECs by Office of the National Coordinator.  And it’s 
about time!  CalOptima has finally been designated as the Regional Extension Center for Orange County.  
With this designation, California now has 3 Regional Extension Centers.  CalOptima’s REC name is 
COREC according to its website.  To learn more about COREC, visit their website. 
 
 
California’s new Telehealth Network gets $14M in grants and matching funds.  The new California 
Telehealth Network, a statewide, medical-grade broadband system for improving healthcare access and 

http://insurancenewsnet.com/article.aspx?id=226700&type=newswires
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2010/9/21/report-eprescribing-increasing-among-us-health-care-workers.aspx
http://www.healthit.hhs.gov/programs/REC/
http://healthit.hhs.gov/portal/server.pt/community/onc_regulations_faqs/3163
http://healthit.hhs.gov/portal/server.pt?open=512&mode=2&objID=3120
http://caloptima.org/en/Providers/RegionalExtensionCenter.aspx


emergency services, will receive a $9 million federal grant and additional $5 million in matching funds 
from some prominent California organizations.  For the full story, click on this link. 
 

 
CalHIPSO held a town hall webinar on September 17 that included representative from CMS and 
CMA.  The focus of the webinar was to answer questions surrounding Meaningful Use.  Some key 
highlights from the webinar are: 

 Medicare EHR Incentive Program registration will be up by January 1, 2011. 

 California Medi-Cal EHR Incentive Program registration will also be up by January 1, 2011. 

 California is not ready to receive syndromic data submission and does not yet have a target 
date. 

 Based on the questions being asked, it is clear that providers still do not have enough 
understanding of the Meaningful Use regulation. 

 
In general, the webinar was helpful for participating physicians and administrators.  CMS and CMA 
representatives gave frank and honest answers. 
 
 
HITEC-LA (Los Angeles County Regional Extension Center) held a Provider Enrollment 
Orientation Dinner on October 11 at The Center at Cathedral Plaza.   Here are the highlights from the 
dinner: 

 According to HITEC-LA, there were 290 attendees. 

 Dr. Thomas Tsang from the ONC gave a presentation about Meaningful Use.  Dr. Tsang’s 
general message was that EHR adoption and Meaningful Use will happen whether the physicians 
participate or not.  It is important and beneficial for physicians to adopt EHR and use it in a 
meaningful way. 

 The new Executive Director Mary Franz gave a presentation that was well received.  One key 
item that stood out was HITEC-LA’s plan to offer a program that will allow physicians to receive 
portion of their EHR incentive payment up-front to help with the up-front EHR adoption costs.  
The specifics of the program including who can participate and how much were not shared. 

 
 
Other News of Interest 
 
Sales of EHR Hospital EHR Systems nearly doubled in 2009 compared to 2008.  The incentives 
created for healthcare providers in the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) helped EHR 
vendors have a big year overall in 2009. In acute care hospitals with 200 beds or more, nearly twice as 
many new systems were sold in 2009 than were sold in 2008.  For more information, click on this link. 
 
 
 
 
To access previous newsletters, visit eRECORDS newsletter page.   
 
For additional resources, visit eRECORDS resources page.  
 
For questions or comments, please email us.  
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
eRECORDS HITECH Advisors  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/californias-new-telehealth-network-gets-14m-boost
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2010/9/22/sales-of-hospital-ehr-systems-nearly-doubled-in-2009-report-finds.aspx
http://erecords.com/newsletter.html
http://erecords.com/mu_resources.html
mailto:hitechadvisor@erecords.com


About eRECORDS, Inc.  
eRECORDS was founded with the vision to power innovations in access, efficiency and quality of 
healthcare delivery through connected technologies and intelligence.  Our Mission is to be the trusted 
expert, guide and partner in achieving meaningful use. 
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