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eRECORDS, Inc.'s HITECH Meaningful News is a medium to share the latest news, updates and 
analysis in the world of ARRA, HITECH Act and "meaningful use". eRECORDS advisors collate, review 
and assess mountain of data down to the most relevant information so that you can focus your time in 
delivering the highest quality of healthcare. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

eRECORDS Perspectives 
 

 
eRECORDS Myth Buster - Ongoing look at the HITECH related myths: 
 
Myth #14:  I have heard providers are already getting EHR incentive payments by achieving 
meaningful use. 
 
Not exactly.  Under the Medicaid EHR Incentive Program, providers have received their incentive 
payments.  In fact, over $20M worth of incentive payments were paid in January alone.  However, these 
providers met the first payment year requirement for the Medicaid side by meeting the Adopt, Implement 
or Upgrade (A/I/U) to an ONC certified EHR.  This is very different than achieving “meaningful use” 
through meeting measurement requirements.  A/I/U, which is only available to Medicaid EHR Incentive 
Program and only for the first payment year, allows providers to receive incentive payments without 
having to meet meaningful use measurements but simply adopt, implement or upgrade to an ONC 
certified EHR.  So yes, there are providers who have already received EHR incentive payments but none 
have received the payments by actually meeting the meaningful use measurements.  No providers can 
even attest to these measurements till April and the first payments are planned to be released by CMS 
starting in May.  This is the true test of how well providers are handling the meaningful use 
measurements and how the mechanisms set-up by CMS handle the process of accepting attestations 
and making incentive payments.   
 
 
ONC EHR Certification update.  Since December 12, 2010, no new ONC-ATCBs have been approved.  
Have we reached the natural saturation point or has ONC stop its effort to certify additional ATCBs?  
Regardless of the reason, 6 ATCBs are probably more than enough to handle the flow of EHR vendors 
seeking certification.  
 
As of March14, 2011, there were 311 ONC certified Ambulatory EHR systems with 233 receiving 
“Complete EHR” certification and 78 receiving “Modular EHR” certification.   To view the official ONC 
Certified EHR list, go to this link.  Keep in mind that list is only updated once a week so check the list at 
least once a week. 
 
 
ONC has started recruiting “physician champions” to promote EHR adoption.  Under the 
Meaningful Use Vanguard (MUV) program, physician champions are being recruited to work with 
Regional Extension Centers to serve as local leaders, advisors and role models in the move towards 
meaningful use.  The concept is to leverage those providers who are ahead of the curve (early adopters 
who are already well on their way to meeting meaningful use requirements) to aide rest of the provider 
population who are going through the struggles these “physician champions” have already gone through.  
This is a great program to let fellow providers to lead by example and successes.  For the full article, click 
here.  

http://onc-chpl.force.com/ehrcert
http://www.govhealthit.com/newsitem.aspx?nid=76440


 
 
Things you should know about ePrescribing penalties.  Under the EHR Incentive Program, penalties 
start in 2015 (1% against the Medicare charges) for Medicare side.  HOWEVER, under the ePrescribing 
Program (started in 2009 and scheduled to end in 2013), avoiding penalties for 2012 and 2013 requires 
meeting ePrescribing requirements in 2011.  Specifically, 

 Providers must ePrescribe at least 10 times between January 1 and June 30, 2011 to avoid 
penalties in 2012. 

 Providers must ePrescribe at least 25 times by the end of 2011 to avoid penalties in 2013. 
 
Even if you do not plan on participating in the Medicare EHR Incentive Program in 2011, be aware of the 
penalties you may be assessed for not meeting the ePrescribing Program requirements.  To view the 
article that describes this further, click here. 
 
 
Meaningful Use Stage 2 requirement definition “battles on”.  With the release of Stage 2 
recommendations by the HIT Policy Committee, many groups have sent comments back to the ONC.  As 
expected, Vendors and medical organizations recommended reductions in proposed Stage 2 
requirements (HIMSS EHR Association’s comments, Medical Associations’ comments, eHealth Initiative 
comments) while Consumer Coalitions sent comments urging the ONC to remain steadfast on proposed 
Stage 2 requirements.  It will be interesting to see where Stage 2 (and Stage 3) requirements end up.  It’s 
likely that the final Stage 2 requirements will be less stringent than what’s been proposed but neither side 
will probably be happy with the final rule. 
 
 
 

Interesting Facts and Figures 
  

81%.  Percentage of Health IT executives expecting to qualify for the meaningful use incentive payments 

in 2011 or 2012, according to the HIMSS Leadership Survey.  For the full article, click here. 
 
 

37%.  Percentage of primary-care doctors who kept their medical records solely in an electronic format, 

according to a 2010 survey performed by the Consumer Reports National Research Center. 
 
 

83%.  Percentage of office-based physicians who are eligible for either the Medicare or Medicaid 

Incentive programs, according to a study published in Health Affairs.  For the study and related article, 
click here. 
 

 
 
Latest Meaningful News 
   
  
National 
 
CMS is preparing a survey to assess readiness to ICD10 and HIPAA 5010.  CMS’s web-based survey 
will target health care providers, insurers and vendors to assess readiness for the transition to ICD-10 
and HIPAA 5010 sets.  CMS plans to use the survey data to tailor its outreach and education efforts.  For 
the full article, click here. 
 
 
HHS and ONC talk up Health IT as economic engine.  As the keynote speakers at HIMSS, Kathleen 
Sebelius (HHS Secretary) and Dr. David Blumenthal (National Health IT Coordinator) talked up the 
positive impact Health IT will make to the economy.  For the full article, click here. 

http://www.ama-assn.org/amednews/2011/03/14/gvsa0314.htm
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2011/3/3/vendors-raise-concerns-about-stage-2-timeline-offer-recommendations.aspx
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2011/3/2/groups-call-for-changes-to-meaningful-use-stages-2-3.aspx
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2011/3/4/more-organizations-weigh-in-on-stage-2-timelines-objectives.aspx
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2011/3/4/more-organizations-weigh-in-on-stage-2-timelines-objectives.aspx
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2011/3/1/consumer-coalition-urges-onc-to-hold-firm-on-stage-2-criteria.aspx
http://www.himss.org/2011Survey/healthcareCIO_home.asp
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/data-points/2011/do-senior-it-executives-expect-their-facilities-to-qualify-for-meaningful-use-in-2011-or-2012.aspx
http://www.consumerreports.org/health/doctors-hospitals/doctors/physician-survey/index.htm
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2011/3/8/study-many-physicians-eligible-for-incentives-but-lack-ehrs.aspx
http://www.cmio.net/index.php?option=com_articles&article=26730&publication=102&view=portals
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/HIMSS11_Sebelius_Blumenthal-42012-1.html


 
 
California 
 
California Human and Health Services (CA HHS) held its monthly webinar on March 10, 2011.  This 
is a monthly webinar held by CA HHS to provide updates related Health IT related activities in California.  
Key highlights of the webinar are listed below.  eRECORDS is also supplementing CA REC updates in 
this section with updates provided directly by the RECs: 
 

 Federal update given by Linette Scott, Interim Deputy Director of HIT for California. 
o An updated research on literature concerning the benefits of Health Information 

Technology was released by Health Affairs on March 8, 2011.  The research showed: 
 90% of the literature reported positive effects due to HIT. 
 Showed positive impacts not only with large organizations but also small 

practices. 
 For the abstract and full text of this research, please click here. 

o CA HHS has submitted comments to ONC concerning the planned Stage 2 
recommendations.  Key comments were: 

 Suggested extending the time period between Stage 1 and 2 adoptions of 
Meaningful Use objectives.   

 Suggested aligning of Meaningful Use timelines with other programs such as the 
Regional Extension Center program. 

 Although supportive of incremental increases in Meaningful Use measurement 
goals for Stage 2, submitted concerns with new objectives that are planned for 
Stage 2. 

 Suggested consistent language from stage 1, 2 and 3 to lessen confusion.  
o Cal OHII Demonstration Projects 

 Authorized by AB 278, Cal OHII is to establish and administer demonstration 
projects funded by federal grant and other sources. 

 Projects will focus on information exchange and privacy. 

 Two projects will be selected by end of March. 
 

 Medi-Cal update.  Key highlights are: 
o Medi-Cal registration for the EHR incentive program is expected to begin in April. 
o  All Medi-Cal providers must register with CMS prior to registering with the Medi-Cal 

office. 
o All Medi-Cal EHR incentive program participants will be processed under the A/I/U in 

2011. 
o Incentive payments from Medi-Cal are anticipated to start in May. 
o For the latest information, go to Medi-Cal EHR Provider Incentive Portal (ePIP) at 

http://medi-cal.ehr.ca.gov/. 
 

 Cal eConnect update.  Key highlights are: 
o Received 7 proposals for the HIE Expansion Grant Program.   

 4 proposals have been awarded 

 OCPRHIO - $795,761 

 LANES - $995,070 

 Redwood MedNet - $476,900 

 NCHIN - $200,105 
 2 proposals will be furthered reviewed and most likely approved.  Maximum of 

$1,000.000 will be approved for both proposals. 

 CSRHA  

 EKCITA 
o Planning to hold the first State-wide Stakeholder Summit. 

 All CA HIE Stakeholders are invited to provide feedback on meeting days, 
session topics, etc. through a survey.  To participate in the survey, use this link. 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/30/3/464?ijkey=gRVTfdlF.JFwA&keytype=ref&%20siteid=healthaff
http://medi-cal.ehr.ca.gov/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VNHZLF6


 Feedback must be submitted by midnight on Wednesday, March 16. 
 

 CalHIPSO (Regional Extension Center for all of California except Orange and Los Angeles 
counties) update given by Speranza Avram. 

o Signed up over 3,800 providers to date.  There are 276 providers already at M2 (EHR Go 
Live milestone). 

o 7 hospitals have enrolled in rural hospital supplemental funding program. 
o Continuing to partner with HITEC-LA and COREC to contract with selected EHR vendors. 

 eClinicalWorks has been selected as the first preferred EHR vendor partner.  For 
full press release, click here. 

 Contract negotiations for the group purchase program with the remaining 7 EHR 
vendors are continuing. 

o First Physicians Advisor Council meeting took place on February 25
th
. 

o Local Extension Center (LEC) retreat has been scheduled for March 29 in Sacramento. 
o Workforce meeting also scheduled in Sacramento for March 30 and 31. 

 Meeting is led by Community College Network. 
 Will discuss alignment of training curriculum with the needs of the REC provider 

members. 
 EHR vendors also attending. 

o New LEC coverage 
 New LEC coverage now in place for Central Valley area. 
 Eliminates “white spaces” and allows for 100% allocation of membership spots. 
 New LEC map to be posted on CalHIPSO website shortly. 

 

 COREC (CalOptima Regional Extension Center, REC for Orange County) update given by 
Karynsue Frank.   

o Over 100 providers signed up to date. 
o CalOptima “contracted” PCP program – CalOptima contracted providers receive 

$1000.00 enrollment incentive by joining COREC. 
o Healthcare “Safety Net” Initiative – CalOptima awarded COREC $100,000 to foster 

sharing of data among Health clinics and improve Patient-centered Care. 
o Working closely with Cypress College for the Workforce program. 

 

 HITEC-LA (Regional Extension Center for Los Angeles County) update given by Mary 
Franz.  HITEC-LA is continuing its efforts in meeting providers and increasing membership base.  
Some key updates are: 

o Nationally, RECs have signed up 50,000 providers. 
o Continuing to enroll providers and help them with their EHR needs.  As of this newsletter, 

provider sign-ups have reached the 1,835 member mark and have already started 
providing services to over 900 provider members. 

o First preferred EHR vendor selected – Although continuing to work with CalHIPSO and 
COREC with the group purchase agreements, HITEC-LA chose Office Ally to serve the 
small and solo practice member.  Office Ally is not on the list CalHIPSO group purchase 
list.  For the full press release, click here. 

 

 Public Health update given by Linette Scott.   
o Reiterated that to meet meaningful use, one of the public health category menu 

objectives must be tracked for attestation and reporting.  The three objectives in the 
public health category are: 

 Send to Immunization Registry (EP & EH) 
 Send Laboratory Results to Public Health (EH) 
 Send Syndromic Surveilance to Public Health (EP & EH) 

o Meeting the Public Health objective can be done by: 
 Must attempt submission. 
 If submission is unsuccessful because Public Health cannot receive, then no 

further action necessary. 
 If submission is successful, must continue to submit. 

http://calhipso.org/images/stories/pdf/ecw_press_release.pdf
http://www.hitecla.org/news/hitec-la-announces-office-ally


 If using an ONC certified EHR, the EHR should have the capability to submit. 
 Updates on Public Health’s capability to receive Meaningful Use reporting will be 

posted on CDPH eHealth website.   
 

 Community College Health IT Workforce Training Program update given by Tessa Miley.  
o Western Region Health IT Workforce Training Conference scheduled for March 30 and 

31 in Sacramento. 
 Conference Topics 

 Health IT Landscape and Community College Role 

 Curriculum Overview and Alignment 

 Career Opportunities Panel 

 Vendor Education and Discussion 

 Marketing and Outreach 

 Collaborative Activities 
 Staff and faculty from the 14 member colleges will be attending. 
 March 30 is designated as “Partner Day”. 
 RECs/LECs/Cal eConnect invited to participate. 
 For additional information, visit http://wrhealthit.org. 

 
 
 
Other News 
 
Launch of Apple’s iPad 2 could drive advances in Mobile Health Market.  According to a recent 
survey cosponsored by HIMSS and BoxTone, clinicians have widely adopted the original iPad and with 
improvements in iPad 2, more physicians could embrace iPad 2 as a way to manage EHRs and access 
other medical information.  For the full article, click here. 
 
 
To access previous newsletters, visit eRECORDS newsletter page.   
 
For additional resources, visit eRECORDS resources page.  
 
For questions or comments, please email us.  
 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
eRECORDS HITECH Advisors  
 
 
About eRECORDS, Inc.  
eRECORDS was founded with the vision to power innovations in access, efficiency and quality of 
healthcare delivery through connected technologies and intelligence.  Our Mission is to be the trusted 
expert, guide and partner in achieving meaningful use. 
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