
     

 

  No.24 / January 15, 2012 
 

 
eRECORDS, Inc.'s HITECH Meaningful News is a medium to share the latest news, updates and analysis in 
the world of ARRA, HITECH Act and "meaningful use". eRECORDS advisors collate, review and assess 
mountain of data down to the most relevant information so that you can focus your time in delivering the highest 
quality of healthcare. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

eRECORDS Perspectives 
In this section, we share what’s been the most exciting, scary or intriguing for us in the areas of HITECH Act, 
Meaningful Use and Health IT. 
 
 

Lessons learned from achieving Meaningful Use. 
 
Several months ago, eRECORDS launched our meaningful use solution called Worry Free™ Dashboard (more 

information at www.wfdashboard.com).  Through this offering, we have already assisted number of providers to 

achieve meaningful use and successfully attest for the 2011 incentive year.  We like to share some of the key 

lessons learned.   

 Meaningful Use gap assessment and plan are vital.  Achieving meaningful use requires knowing 
where the gaps are and building a solid plan to fill those gaps.  Without them, providers are essentially 
trying to achieve meaningful use in the dark. 

 Generating measurement data from the EHR systems are painful.  Across the board, providers had 
issues generating meaningful use measurement and CQM data from their respective EHR systems.  
Problems ranged from not getting accurate data to not being able to get all the measurement data. 

 EHR specific workflow impact should be assessed.  Many EHR systems require additional 

meaningful use training to ensure that the meaningful use measurements are accurately tracked in the 
EHR system.  Without this added knowledge and proper use, many providers were asking the question 
“I know I am doing that but why isn’t it showing up on the report?”  

 Common sense of purpose and enthusiasm about the future.  Providers who achieved and 

successfully attested for meaningful use were surprised at the feeling of accomplishment and were 
looking forward to achieving meaningful use in 2012. We were equally enthusiastic about our providers 
wanting to do more than the minimum requirements for meaningful use -- seeking to utilize health IT 
and best practices to improve both operations and patient care. 

 

Achieving meaningful use can be difficult, time consuming and filled with risks.  But we have proven with the 

Worry Free™ Dashboard offering, meaningful use can be achieved in a “worry free” way.  We look forward to 

assisting many more providers and organizations in 2012 and beyond. 

 

 
 

Interesting Facts and Figures 

 For more interesting facts and figures, follow us on twitter @HITstats - www.twitter.com/HITstats. 
  

$2.5B, 163,592 & 2,834.  EHR incentives paid by CMS thru December 2011, Number of EPs and EHs who 
received the incentive payments, as reported in an article.  
 

http://www.wfdashboard.com/
http://www.twitter.com/HITstats
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/ehr-electronic-health-records-meaningful-use-43866-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2283:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_011212


693 and 403.  Number of Complete and Modular certified Ambulatory EHRs as of January 13, 2012 at CHPL.  

 
2 & 43. Number of States that went live on Medicaid meaningful use program in January (Colorado and 
Kansas) and the total number of States that are live on Medicaid meaningful use program as of January 2, 
2012. 
 
$4.5B & $6.5B.  According to a report from GovWin, federal investments in HIT systems and services in 2011 
and expected rate in 2016. 
 
16 & 195.  Number of EHR vendors accounting for 80.5% of attestations thru 11/2011 & remaining 19.5%.  This 
is our analysis based on the data downloaded from data.gov. 
 
7.5% & 1.1%. Compounded annual growth rate for federal Health IT vs . non-health IT spending between 2011 

& 2016 according to this article. 

 

100% & 80%.  Percent of 154 VA medical centers on Facebook and percent of VA patients who would allow 
PHR access.  Is there a link between the two?  Read more about it here. 
 

$1.50, $3 & $50. What credit card, social security and EHR data are worth in black market, as reported here. 

  

 
 

Latest Meaningful News 
   
  
National 
 
 
National Coordinator for Health IT shares top 10 notable developments for 2011.  Dr. Farzad Mostashari 
named his top 10 most notable Health IT developments in 2011.  The list ranges from the successful growth of 
the EHR Incentive Program to the success of EHR adoption.  To view the full list, click here.  
 
 
Former ONC head shares his perspective on the successes of HITECH Act.  Dr. David Blumenthal, former 
National Coordinator for Health IT, shared his perspective about the short-term and long-term successes of the 
HITECH Act.  Dr. Blumenthal stated that the short-term success “will be determined by the number of health 
care providers who adopt and use EHRs.”  In the long-term, the success depends on whether it “improves 
quality and efficiency of health care.”  For the full story, click here. 
 
 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) releases EHR adoption guide.  Using RAND to 
develop the guide, AHRQ released an online guide called the “Unintended Consequences Guide” that provides 
best practices for anticipating, avoiding and addressing unintended consequences of EHR implementation.  For 
more information, click here. 
 
 
CMS launches demonstration shared savings program for at home care.  CMS announced the launch of 
the incentive based Independence at Home Demonstration program.  The program’s aim is to improve health 
outcomes and reduce expenditures for home-based primary care.  For additional information, click here. 
 
 
ONC to create database to track the effectiveness of ONC grants.  According to a notice published on 
December 22 in the Federal Register, the new database will aggregate data to create national and state-level 
effectiveness of ONC grant programs including Regional Extension Centers and State HIEs.  For more 
information, click here. 
 

http://onc-chpl.force.com/ehrcert
http://iq.govwin.com/corp/library/detail.cfm?ItemID=15639
http://explore.data.gov/Science-and-Technology/CMS-Medicare-and-Medicaid-EHR-Incentive-Program-el/8pfj-qf8a
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2012/1/9/federal-spending-on-health-it-to-grow-research-analyst-says.aspx
http://consumer.healthday.com/Article.asp?AID=659907
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2011/12/9/experts-stolen-patient-data-is-most-lucrative-form-of-identity-theft.aspx
http://www.beckershospitalreview.com/healthcare-information-technology/health-it-national-coordinator-dr-farzad-mostashari-shares-top-10-hit-developments-of-2011.html
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2012/1/4/blumenthal-discusses-shortterm-longterm-success-of-hitech-act.aspx
http://www.ucguide.org/
http://www.cmio.net/index.php?option=com_articles&view=article&id=30862:ahrq-rand-partner-to-create-comprehensive-ehr-guide
https://www.cms.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?Counter=4230
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/reform-accountable-care-home-health-43800-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2231:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_122111
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/onc-national-coordinator-for-health-information-technology-onc-43801-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2237:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_122311


 
FDA issues draft guidance for online media marketing for drug and medical device 
companies.  According to the draft guideline, drug and medical device companies only can provide answers 
that are non-promotional and fair when asked questions through social media sites like Twitter and YouTube.  
For additional information, click here. 
 
 
Interim Final Rule released for electronic transfer of funds standards.  HHS announced the release of the 
interim final rule for the electronic transfer of funds standards.  The rule outlines the standards for the data that 
a health insurer sends to its bank when it pays a claim to a health care provider.  This rule, when in full effect, 
would allow providers to spend less time filling out claims paperwork and spend more time delivering care to 
patients.  For more information, click here. 
 
 
VA may be the leading federal agency in Health IT progress.  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is 
continuing to charge ahead in using Health IT to improve patient care and efficiency.  Recently, VA announced 
that it will replace its legacy scheduling system for its VistA EHR and is asking for industry feedback about 
requirements for functionality, interface and risk reduction.  Additionally, it announced that all of its 152 medical 
centers have Facebook pages to provide helpful information to veterans. 
 
 
 
California 
 
 
Six California health organizations selected to participate in the “Pioneer” ACO initiative.  Out of the 32 
selected nationwide, six of the Pioneer ACO participants are from California.  Pioneer ACO program is 
designed to award early adopters of ACO model.  For the full article and the list of the six California 
participants, click here. 

 
 
California Human and Health Services (CA HHS) held its monthly webinar on December 8, 2011.  This is 
a monthly webinar held by CA HHS to provide updates related to Health IT activities in California.  Additional 
updates have been gathered by eRECORDS’ staff. 
 

 California and National update. 
o ONC has established national goals for its grantees to be met by June 2012. 

 Attest 35,000 providers to achieving meaningful use. 
 100% of all eligible Medicaid providers receiving AIU payment. 

o California has also set goals to meet by June 2012 to sync with the national goals. 
 Distribute $500 million in EHR Incentive payments. 
 10,000 eligible Medi-Cal providers to receive incentive payments. 

o California EHR Incentive program update as of November 2011. 
 Medicare – 7 hospitals received $12.7 M.  636 EPs received $11.4M. 
 Medi-Cal – no payments made so far. 
 Total incentive payments made in CA - $24.1M 

o CA Medi-Cal registration opened on 1/3/2012. 
 To qualify and receive payments, one must have a legal commitment for AIU by 

12/31/2011. 
 May attest until 3/31/2012 for 2011 payment year. 

o Five providers who are members of the three California Regional Extension Centers shared 
their EHR success stories of adopting and using EHR systems.   

 

 CA Public Health update.   
o Expecting to release updated information for the public health measure reporting related to MU 

in February. 
 

http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Drugs/GuidanceComplianceRegulatoryInformation/Guidances/UCM285145.pdf
http://www.fiercegovernmentit.com/story/fda-issues-draft-social-media-marketing-guidelines/2012-01-04
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2012-00132.pdf
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2012/1/5/hhs-rule-aims-to-streamline-electronic-transfer-of-funds.aspx
http://healthcareitnews.com/news/va-replace-legacy-technology
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2011/12/22/va-announces-launch-of-facebook-pages-for-all-152-medical-centers.aspx
http://www.californiahealthline.org/articles/2011/12/20/six-calif-entities-are-pioneer-accountable-care-organizations.aspx


 CalHIPSO update.   
o 7,500 providers enrolled with 5,800 PPCPs. 
o 2,400 providers are on certified EHR systems. 
o ONC has given CalHIPSO goal of assisting 2,000 providers to achieving meaningful use by 

June 2012. 
o Will start soon on 2

nd
 round of EHR preferred vendor selection process. 

 

 HITEC-LA update.   
o 3,200 providers enrolled with 2,400 PPCPs. 
o 35 providers have achieved meaningful use so far. 
o Expecting 1,400 providers to be on certified EHR systems by February. 

 

 COREC update.   
o 900 providers have been enrolled so far. 
o 7 providers achieved meaningful use to date. 

 
 

 
Other News 
 
 
Providers are finding challenges in adopting EHR in the short-term but expect benefits in the long 
term.  As more and more providers are adopting EHR systems, many are realizing that in the short-term, EHR 
system does not make their lives easier.  However, providers are seeing that in the long-term, the EHR 
systems provide benefits including more accurate tracking of patients and overall higher quality of care.  For the 
full story, click here. 
 
 
EHR can help address health care disparities.  According to a study published in the Archives of Internal 
Medicine using government data on primary care visits (data from 2007 to 2008), there were racial gaps 
between African American patients and Caucasian patients at care settings that did not use EHR systems.  
However, the same racial gaps did not exist when the data was analyzed for care settings that used EHR 
systems.  For additional information, click here. 
 
 
Nurses using EHR systems report better patient outcome.  According to a study published by Journal of 
Nursing Administration, nurses using EHR systems reported better patient outcome.  More specifically, the 
study showed that nurses working with EHR systems were significantly less likely to have adverse patient 
safety issues, frequent medication errors and low quality of care.  For more information, click here. 
 
 
American Telemedicine Association urges CMS to revise Medicare’s conditions of participation for 
hospitals.  American Telemedicine Association (ATA) has asked CMS in a letter to revise the Medicare’s 
condition of participation for hospitals.  Key revision ATA is seeking is to allow video conferencing as a way to 
meet the Medicare’s conditions of participation.  For additional information, click here. 
 
 
U.S. providers less likely to cite benefits of EHR compared to other countries.  According to a survey 
conducted by Accenture polling 3,700 providers in eight different countries, 61% responded that Health IT 
(including EHR) would improve diagnostic decisions.  However, the survey found that only 45% of the U.S. 
providers said that Health IT would improve diagnostic decisions.  According to the survey, it suggests that 
“more needs to be done to bridge the disconnect between physician perception and the U.S. federal 
government’s goa.”  For more details about the survey, click here. 
 
 
Consumers using alternative ways to save money with health care costs.  According to a recent CMS 
analysis, health spending grew by 3.9% in 2010 which is a near historic low.  Primary reason for this low growth 

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20111213/BUSINESS05/312130001/Doctors-shift-to-electronic-records-brings-short-term-pain
http://archinte.ama-assn.org/cgi/content/short/172/1/75
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/10/us-electronic-records-idUSTRE8082CP20120110
http://journals.lww.com/jonajournal/Abstract/2011/11000/The_Effect_of_Hospital_Electronic_Health_Record.7.aspx
http://www.upi.com/Health_News/2012/01/10/Electronic-health-records-improve-nursing/UPI-12081326176508/?spt=hs&or=hn
http://www.americantelemed.org/files/public/policy/ATA%20on%20CMS%203244P.pdf
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20111228/NEWS/312289954?AllowView=VW8xUmo5Q21TcWJOb1gzb0tNN3RLZ0h0MWg5SVgra3NZRzROR3l0WWRMZmFWdjhKRWxiNUtpQzMyWmFwNVhRWUpibWw=
http://www.accenture.com/us-en/Pages/insight-doctors-reveal-support-skepticism-connected-health.aspx
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2012/1/10/us-doctors-less-likely-than-global-peers-to-cite-benefits-of-health-it.aspx
http://www.cms.gov/NationalHealthExpendData/02_NationalHealthAccountsHistorical.asp
http://www.cms.gov/NationalHealthExpendData/02_NationalHealthAccountsHistorical.asp
http://www.cms.gov/NationalHealthExpendData/02_NationalHealthAccountsHistorical.asp


is due to the economic downturn.  With less and less consumers being able to pay for health care costs, many 
are looking to alternative ways to save costs including using discounts sites such as Groupon.  In a related 
article, 9% of all offers on daily discount sites in 2011 were for dental or medical treatments, up from 4.5% in 
2010. 
 
 
Google search trends could be a valuable real-time indicator for illness trends.  According to a recent 
study published by John Hopkins, researchers used the search data from Google’s Flu Trends (GFT) covering 
a 21 month period to determine the effectiveness of such data for surveillance of illness trends.  The data 
provided accurate disease surveillance data 7 to 10 days before CDC presented the same information.  For the 
full article, click here.  
 
 
Microsoft Office 365 to be HIPAA compliant.  Microsoft announced that its cloud productivity service, 
Microsoft Office 365, will be HIPAA compliant as well as conform to security standards in Europe.  For the full 
article, click here. 
 
 
CSC expects to lose $1.5 billion in a failed deal with UK.  According to a filing with the U.S. SEC, Computer 
Sciences Corp. (CSC) expects to lose $1.5 billion in a failed electronic patient-record contract with United 
Kingdom’s National Health Services (NHS).  The contract was signed last May but UK NHS cancelled it in 
November.  For more information, click here. 
 
 
Mathematical model developed to predict adverse drug events.  In a growing trend of using health data to 
perform analysis, researcher at the Children’s Hospital Boston developed a mathematical model to predict 
adverse drug events.  Using 2005 data, the model successfully predicted 42% of the adverse drug events that 
were unknown in 2005.  For the full article, click here. 
 
 
Property Management software company buys an EHR company.  As another example of non-traditional 
companies getting into EHR market, Yardi acquired an EHR company called ALMSA Corp.  Prior to this 
acquisition, Yardi offered property management software.  For additional information, click here. 
 
 
AHIMA names its top seven Health IT initiatives for health IT professionals.  American Health Information 
Management Association (AHIMA) has named its top seven initiatives for health IT professionals to target for 
2012.  The list includes no real surprises including ICD-10, accountable care organizations (ACOs), meaningful 
use, health information exchanges (HIEs), privacy and security, EHRs and data.  For more information, click 
here.  
 
 
Mobile devices a huge risk for data breaches.  According to an article and supported by a report conducted 
by Manhattan Research, more than 81% of physicians use a smartphone.  Although the exact number was not 
known in the article, it does state that the “widespread use of mobile devices is putting patient data at risk.”  In a 
related story, hackers are targeting mobile devices to gain access to patient data.   
 
 
Data breaches continuing to be an issue for health care organizations.  Data breach notifications and 
news seems to be something to be expected in today’s health care landscape.  With the electronification of 
health records and the mass adoption of mobile devices, data breaches are becoming a common place.  Here’s 
just a sample list of recent data breach announcements (1,500 patient data affected by stolen laptop, stolen 
computer contained more than 3,000 patient data, 1,336 patient data breach at Loma Linda, OSU offers credit 
protection after data breach).  Effective and efficient privacy and security policies and technology seems to be 
lagging behind.   
 
 

http://www.fiercepracticemanagement.com/story/uninsured-flock-groupon-discounted-care/2012-01-04?utm_medium=nl&utm_source=internal
http://www.fiercehealthcare.com/story/google-searches-flu/2008-11-12
http://www.fiercehealthit.com/story/google-flu-trends-good-warning-system-eds/2012-01-10?utm_medium=nl&utm_source=internal
http://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/microsoft-embeds-hipaa-compliance-office-365?topic=16,18,19
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20111230/NEWS/312309948?AllowView=VW8xUmo5Q21TcWJOb1gzb0tNN3RLZ0h0MWg5SVgra3NZRzROR3l0WWRMZmFWdjRCRWxiNUtpQzMyWmFwNUh3WUpiaXA=&utm_source=link&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=hits
http://www.ihealthbeat.org/articles/2012/1/4/boston-researchers-use-mathematical-model-to-predict-drug-reactions.aspx
http://pacbiztimes.com/2012/01/05/yardi-buys-health-record-firm/
http://library.ahima.org/xpedio/groups/public/documents/ahima/bok1_049328.hcsp?dDocName=bok1_049328
http://www.cmio.net/index.php?option=com_articles&view=article&id=31008:ahima-2012s-health-it-must-see-list-revealed-
http://www.ama-assn.org/amednews/2011/12/19/bil21219.htm
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/121550.html
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/breach-notification-hipaa-protected-health-information-43805-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2237:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_122311
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/breach-notification-hipaa-protected-health-information-43836-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2269:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_010612
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/breach-notification-hipaa-protected-health-information-43836-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2269:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_010612
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/breach-notification-hipaa-protected-health-information-43836-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2269:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_010612
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/breach-notification-hipaa-protected-health-information-43835-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2269:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_010612
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/hipaa-privacy-security-breach-notification-rule-43860-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2280:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_011112
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/hipaa-privacy-security-breach-notification-rule-43860-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2280:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_011112
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/hipaa-privacy-security-breach-notification-rule-43860-1.html?ET=healthdatamanagement:e2280:194192a:&st=email&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HDM_Daily_011112


Ford continues to move towards developing a car that monitors health of its owner.  Ford announced 
partnerships to develop a car that would monitor the health of its owner.  Partners include Microsoft, 
Healthrageous and BlueMetal Architect.  For the full article, click here. 
 
 
Develop a “tricorder” and win $10M in prize.  Launched at the CES in Las Vega, “the Qualcomm Tricorder X 
Prize” will award a $10M prize for anyone who creates a tricorder like device that can capture key health 
metrics and diagnose a set of 15 diseases.  For more information, click here. 
 
 
 
 
 
To access previous newsletters, visit eRECORDS newsletter page.   
 
For additional resources, visit eRECORDS resources page.  
 
For questions or comments, please email us.  
 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
eRECORDS HITECH Advisors  
 
 
About eRECORDS, Inc.  
 
eRECORDS was founded with the vision to power innovations in healthcare delivery through connected 
technologies and intelligence.  We support this vision through Health IT consulting services and our web-based 
product called Worry Free™ Dashboard.  Worry Free™ Dashboard provides Meaningful Use administration, 
planning and performance management solutions to organizations including Regional Extension Centers, IPAs 
and medical groups.   
 
Our Mission is to be the trusted expert, guide and partner in achieving meaningful use to make healthcare 

better, cheaper and measureable. 
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